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A warm welcome to our friends from Englandand France.

Earlier this year, I met with representativesfrom groups from England and Francewho

are actively supporting the Lakota people and who had expressed an interest in

collaborating with ONE Spirit. I am excited that we will be working with both the

Friends of Native Network News (FoNNN) (England) and with Pine Ridge Enfance

Solidarite (PRES)(France) (www .pres-asso.org). The goals of both groups are very

similar to those of ONE Spirit ðthat is to support the Lakota initiatives for meeting

basicneedsand achieving self-sufficiency. The article on the following page introduces

FoNNN . Next month the newsletter will feature the FrenchOrganization, PRES.

StephanieBoxall, author of the ôFriendsof Native Nations Networkõarticle on page 2,

and Tim Beckerley,author of the book review article ôTheLakotaWayõon page 10, will

be contributing news from Englandfor the newsletter. Catherine Duclos and Catherine

Acquadro will contribute the news from France. In addition, both groups will be

working with us to exhibit the Buffalo Childrenõsart in the respective countries, to

establishcontact between some of the schoolsin Europe and the Lakota Children, and

to provide support for other Lakota initiatives.

To strengthen our communication with our friends in France, our web site will be

available in Frenchthis month . While it is rumored that we speakthe samelanguageas

our friends in England, we want to quickly admit that this is not always

true. Whenever needed, we will translate American Englishfor the UK folks and ask

that they do the samefor us.

Pleasejoin me in welcoming our European friends. Our collaboration will be vital to

the successof the ONE Spirit programs. Contact information for both the French and

Englishgroups is listed below and is also on our website.

Love and Peace,

Jeri

A Message From Jeri Baker, Director of ONE Spirit

"Let us put our minds together and see what life 

we can make for our children." Sitting Bull

France ïCatherine Duclos ðcatduclos@club -internet.fr

England ðFoNNN - indigenouslinks@hotmail.com
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Friends of Native Nations Network

By Stephanie Boxall

WhenI startedresearchingNativeAmericanhistoryfor a writing projectfive yearsago,theredidnôtseem

to bemuchinformationavailablein theUK.

I spenttime knockingon doorsthatwouldnôtopenand looking, unsuccessfully,for peoplewho could

helpmeout. Thereweretheobvioussources,suchastheinternet,theBritish Museumin Londonandthe

AmericanMuseumin Bath. But whenit cameto finding peopleto talk to, I wasnôthavingmuchluck.

Then,abouta yearago, I discoveredFriendsof Native NationsNetwork (FoNNN, or NNN, as it was

then). I contacteda coupleof members,who wereextremelyfriendly andhelpful,andI havesincejoined

thecommittee.

As its nameimplies,FoNNNis anumbrellagroupïanetworkof organisationsin theUK concernedwith

Native Americanissues. Therearecurrentlynine committeemembers,who meetfour timesa year,and

manyof themrepresentothergroups,including IndigenousLinks, ThunderbirdNorth AmericanIndian

Society(TNAIS), SupportandInterestGroupfor MotherEarth(SIGME),KOLA andMakasitomni.

Accordingto IndigenousLinks founderTim Beckerley,it is this approachof amalgamatingresourcesthat

hasprovedto be one of the groupôsstrengths. óPriorto 1999, Native interestgroupscarriedout their

activities in a very unilateralfashion,ôhe says. óWhenNNN was formed,it providedan opportunityto

achieveobjectivesunderabroadumbrella,addinginfluenceandcredibility.ô

GeneralSecretaryDee Boyle recallshow the Network was formed in September2000, when several

people from someof the supportgroupsgot together. óHavinghad many yearseither as groupsor

individualsworking on NativeAmericanissuesor raisingawareness,thesepeopledecidedtheywanteda

network in the UK so they could work togetheron issuesratherthan in isolation. They alsowantedto

form a quick andeffectivemeansof disseminatinginformationto others. As well aslinking with others

aroundtheUK, we alsowantedto reachout to our friendsandcontactsin therestof theworld, especially

thosein theUSA andCanada.ô

Sinceit started,theNetworkhasbeenactivein a numberof projects,includinghelpinga youngKwakiutl

mantracehis family in Canada,runningworkshopsin UK schools,supportinga HelpingHandsproject

in WoundedKneeandraisingmoneyfor the Houmatribe in New Orleansafter HurricanesKatrina and

Rita.

óWhenthehurricaneshit New Orleans,theHoumawereaffectedbadly,ôsaysMembershipSecretaryand

Acting TreasurerBrendaJohnston. óInsix weeksour groupïat the time therewere just threeactive

committeemembersïrallied roundandraisednearly$2,000 to help themout. It was proof that, even

with sucha smallnumber,we couldwork effectivelyandquickly.ô

Anothercausecloseto FoNNNôsheartis thatof LeonardPeltierôsimprisonment. Eachyear,on 26 June,

thegroupholdsa vigil outsidetheUS embassyin London,aftera picnic lunchnearSpeakersôCornerin

HydeParkïagoodplaceto distributeleafletsandspreadthewordaboutNativeAmericanissues.

(Continued on Page 3)
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Friends of Native Nations Network

By Stephanie Boxall

(Continued from Page 2)

It wasat oneof thesegatherings,in 2005, thatBrendacameacrossOneSpirit. óIheardaboutthemfrom a

lady calledTracy, who lives in Londonandsponsorstwo brothers,ôshesays. óThen,in Octoberof that

year,I got in touchwith OneSpirit aboutbecominga sponsormyselfandeverythingwenton from there.ô

WhenBrendatold thecommitteeaboutthecharityôswork andit wassuggestedthatFoNNN might like to

link up with OneSpirit, everyonewaskeento get involved. Sincethen,someof our othermembershave

becomesponsorsandhavemadepersonaldonations. Last December,asa group,we raisedmore than

$500for OneSpirit with acraftstallatoneof thepowwowsheldannuallyin thiscountry.

FoNNN plans to have many more such eventsand membersare also keen to participatein working

holidayson thereservations,wherewe canmeetsomeof theLakota,seefirst-handthefruits of thework

beingdoneby OneSpirit andgettheopportunityto helpin a moredirectway.

óWhenwe startedtheNetwork,we decidedto havea differentfocuseachyear,ôsaysDee. óThefocusfor

2006-7 isñOfferingtheHandof Friendshipò. This is not only aboutusworking togetherto makesurethat

theNetworkkeepsgoing,but alsoaboutextendingthehandof friendshipto Nativegroupswhoneedhelp

andsupportwith their projectsandprogrammes. This is why working with OneSpirit is so perfectfor

us.ô

Tim agrees: óManyindividual membershavea particularinterestin helpingtheLakotanation,ôhesays.

óOuraffiliation with One Spirit, with its emphasison helping the peopleof Pine Ridge and Cheyenne

River towardsself-sufficiency, is a greatstepforward. It providesa tangibleand effective meansfor

peoplein theUK to supportthisorganization.

óIhopethatour associationwill bearfruit for manyyearstocome,ôhesays. óAsHumphreyBogartput it

in Casablanca,ñIthink this is thebeginningof abeautifulfriendship!òô

Contactdetails: For anyonewantingmoreinformationaboutFoNNN,we havea newsletter,which comes

out four timesa year. We arecurrentlyworking onsettingupa website,which will belinked OneSpiritôs

website,www.nativeprogress.org, so watch this spaceé We are also in the processof establishinga

dedicatede-mail address,which will be listed in the One Spirit newsletterand on the website. In the

meantime, anyone wanting to contact FoNNN, or find out more, should e-mail:

indigenouslinks@hotmail.com

Seated (from left to right): Matt King, Rita 

Brauner, Stephanie Boxall and Tim Beckerley

Standing (from left to right): Brenda Johnston 

and Dee Boyle
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Lakota Ledger Artist Merle Locke

Buffalo Children Art Project Youth Mentor
By Jeri Baker, Director ONE Spirit

Merle Locke, well known Lakota Ledger Artist who lives on Pine Ridge Reservationin the area of

Porcupine,has joined with ONE Spirit in developingand promoting the talentsof young artists on the

reservation. In doing so, Merle is fulfilling his dreamto passalonghis knowledgeandskills to the many

talentedLakota youth and to promoteamongthe youth the four virtues of the Lakota: Respect,Wisdom,

Generosity,andCourage.

Merle is a full Lakota Indian who has beenan artist all his life. He is one of the most knowledgeable

historiansof the Oglala Lakota tribe and a fluent speakerof the Lakota Language. Although he hasno

childrenof his own, he treasuresthetakojasïthegrandchildrenïof the tribe ashedoestheart, cultureand

spiritualityof hispeople.

Merle's artwork is in the style of Lakota LedgerArt. While studyingLakota Art History, Merle became

inspiredby thedetailsdepictedin art thatrecordedaccountsof Lakotalife. In the1860s,PlainsIndiansbegan

using ledger books acquired through trade and raids for drawings. Ledger painting, in the form of

pictographs,becamea form of communicationthatcontinuedin manyof theIndianschoolswheretheIndian

children were forbidden to speak their native language. During the Indian wars when warriors were

imprisoned,captivesusedledgerdrawingsto illustrate their war battles. The ledgerpictographsfrom this

periodbecamea visual historyof the lives of the Lakota. During this darkperiod,beautystill shoneamong

theLakota.

In his own artwork, Merle maintainsthe true Lakota tradition and catchesthe spirit of braveryon ledger

sheetsthat date back into the 1800s. In eachcontemporaryart piece, Merle catchesthe traditions and

meaningsof theseoriginaldesigns. He enhancesthedesignswith bold colorsto emphasizethesignificanceof

whatthedesignsstoodfor. In eachpaintingMerletellsyou thehistoryof theLakotapeople.

ONE Spirit is excitedto be ableto supportMerleôsinitiatives in passingto the youth the artistic skills long

associatedwith theLakotapeopleandthelife skills associatedwith theLakotavirtues.

The warriors are carrying coup sticks instead of bows and arrows.  Among the Lakota, it was more honorable to touch the 

enemy than to kill them.  The dragonflies show that when a warrior is fired on, he becomes like a dragonfly and goes in 

many different directions.  The green line indicates hope for the people and the four handprints represent the colors of 

mankind on this earth. The buffalo skull shows the Black Hills in the background and in front is Pine Ridge, home of the 

Buffalo people.  The turtle represents long life.  Also, the Indians called the US Turtle Island.  
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Arts and Crafts Market
By Sue Schuster, Manager, Lakota Arts Market

March:  Moon When Buffalo Cows Drop Their Calves

Traditionally the Lakotaidentified monthsaccordingto the new moonsof the yearby describing

occurrencesthat took placeduring that moon. Becauseeachmoon has28 days therewere 13

moonsin a Lakotayear,andsometimesMarch wasalsoknow asMoon of SoreEyesreferringto

theeffectsof SnowBlindness.

For our Moon WhenBuffalo CowsDrop Their Calvesedition of the Newsletter,the Art Market

Programis beginning the sale of one specific type of the many handcrafteditems we have

available,plus featuringthe work of one of the manyartistswhosecreativity and workmanship

eloquentlydescribethe Lakota way of life. Each Newsletterwill contain different items and

featuredartists.

We start off this edition by featuring the work of ChesterSitting Bear, an Oglala from the

MedicineRoot Community(known in LakotaasPejutaHaka). His ñSunburstòbarretteshows2

girls fancydancing. While oneholdsherdanceshawlcloseto herbody,theotherhashersopened

to the gracefulmovementsfor which this danceis known. Chesterhasexquisitelycraftedthis

barrettefrom size13cut glassbeads,which reflect thelight in ananimatedsparkle.

$15.00

$60.00/set

$25.00/set

$40.00/set

To order or request to see the 

other designs/styles that are 

available contact Sue Schuster 

at sioux_sue84@hotmail.com.  

Colors may be custom ordered. 

$200.00

(Measures approximately

5ò L x 3ò H)
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Heat Assistance 

By Myrna Fox, Manager - Fuel Assistance Program

òIwas coming back (home), and seenthe propane truck pulling out of our driveway. I

said thanks to (ONE Spirit) I really appreciate that all you help uswith . What can I do to

make up for this. I'm so happy that the little oneswill be sleepingwarm tonight . I also

sendyou many many blessingsfor all this help.óA Lakota Grandmother

With only a short time left until the cold north winds stop, and the sun beginsto warm

the Plains, we can begin to look back at the 2006-7 heating seasonand assessour

results. At last count, over $15,000 worth of propane, wood, and electricity were

provided to our Lakota friends. Currently we have only a short waiting list for

propane. During the worst of the cold, there were sometimes over twenty people

waiting for some kind of heating assistance. We would serve one list, then begin

another.

The Lakota must be the most patient People in the world, having lived with want of

every kind for so many years. We find ourselvesnot so patient, not so accepting of

their situation. We have already begun planning what might be done to prepare for

next heating season. We especially would like to be ready to take advantage of the

matching grants from Running Strong, when they come in to the districts. This would

mean that we would have money already available and earmarked for the $50.00

match. Theseare given on a one time per family basis,with priority of no income, low

income, and elderly. Sadly,many families cannot meet their part of the match, but for

those that can, we would love to double your money. We have yet to learn how this

funding is allotted to the districts. One district reported they had received enough for

200 families, another for 100, so it seems it may be by population of each

district. Whenever we can ascertain exactly how many families are served by this

matching grant, we will have a target amount to work for over the summer and

fall. With nine districts, a quick averagebasedon 150 families per district would mean

we would need about $7000 on hand. This seemsdoable. We will try to have a more

accuratefigure available by the next newsletter. At the closeof the heating season,we

will assessour statistics,and be able to provide a clearer picture of monies spent for

each mode of heating, plus which areaswe served most, and which might need more

information on our services.

A very heartfelt THANK YOU goes out to everyone who contributed. Donors large

and small, sponsors,One Spirit coordinators, digging into their own pockets, all of us

working together have managedto alleviate much sufferingfor the Lakota.

A late piece of good news hascome in that the Venezuelangovernment has provided

$600,000 in heating assistancefor the Lakota. What a wonderful gift! Hopefully there

will be something left over from this for next year aswell . This gift nearly doubles what

the tribe hasspent so far this heating season. With the cuts in next year'sfederal budget

for energy assistancefor the poor, and the continuous trend upwards of propane prices,

it will remain to be seenjust how far this generousgift will stretch. Staytuned.

For more information contact Bill or Myrna Fox at myrnafox@nativeprogress.org or

(304) 296-1208.
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We are very excited about the growth of 

the Okini Program. We have 35 

volunteers who worked diligently to 

meet the needs of 152 of our brothers 

and sisters in February. We were 

honored to hear from one of our 

families:

òI donõt remember if I had thanked you 

again for the clothes that you had sent. 

My daughter just loved them. I will be 

sending you a thank you card from my 

daughter. She just loved the shoes. 

From the bottom of our hearts, we 

thank you.ó

Although more volunteers joined the 

program, we also added 111 people to 

the Okini Program ôNeeds Listõ in 

February. 287 people are waiting for 

assistance from the Okini Program at 

this moment. They come from families 

and four social programs on the 

Reservation. Our families are lacking 

the basics for their children, adults, and 

elders. Most need: blankets, electric 

blankets, heaters, electric skillets, 

crock pots, hats, gloves, scarves, coats, 

clothing, and shoes. Please help us by 

promoting the ONE Spirit Okini Program 

or becoming a volunteer. You could 

make a difference by donating items 

and clothing that you no longer need or 

want. Please contact Dyan Boyd, ONE 

Spirit Program Manager, at 

http://www.freewebs.com/nicholasic1/

wanttovolunteer.htm regarding 

participation in the Okini Program.

The Okini Program
By Jennifer Night Bird Graham, 

Manager �²Okini Program
We canõtthank all of our sponsorsenough for all the

love and caring they give!!! Without all of you, ONE

SpiritõsSponsorshipProgram would not exist.

During February 2007, eight children and sevenelders

were sponsored!! Thank you!! We enrolled 30

children, six elders and eight families, all of whom are

requestingsponsors. We know youõveheard it before

but please, spread the word of ONE Spiritõs

Sponsorship Program to your friends, family,

neighbors and co-workers. Shareyour stories about

how much sponsorship means to you and the

incredible feeling it is to know that you are making

the difference in the life of a Native American family

on the PineRidgeReservation.

Sponsorship Program

Can you help sponsor a child or elder?  

It will mean so muchéTo both of you!!

Contact Dyan Boyd at jadseoyd@bellsouth.net or 

770.639.3379

Just a reminder about Goodsearch ..
Although just pennies a search, it can 
lead to thousands of  dollars!!

If  1,000 ONE Spirit Supporters used 
Goodsearch.com twice a day, One Spirit 
could potentially raise $7,300.00 per year!!

All you need to do is:
- Go to www.goodsearch.com

- �7�\�S�H���L�Q���2�Q�H���6�S�L�U�L�W���L�Q���W�K�H���¶�:�K�R���'�R���<�R�X��
�*�R�R�G�V�H�D�U�F�K���)�R�U�"�·���E�R�[

- Click on Verify and select ONE Spirit 
(Chesterfield, VA)

- Start searching!

�µ�<�R�X���P�D�N�H���D���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���E�\���Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���J�H�W�����<�R�X���P�D�N�H���D���O�L�I�H���E�\���Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���J�L�Y�H�¶
- Winston Churchill


