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A Message From Jeri Baker, Director of ONE Spirit

A warm welcome to our friends from Englandand France

Earlier this year, | met with representativesfrom groups from England and Francewho
are actively supporting the Lakota people and who had expressedan interest in
collaborating with  ONE Spirit. | am excited that we will be working with both the
Friends of Native Network News (FONNN) (England) and with Pine Ridge Enfance
Solidarite (PRES)YFrance) (www .presassoorg). The goals of both groups are very
similar to those of ONE Spirit d that is to support the Lakota initiatives for meeting
basicneedsand achieving seltsufficiency The article on the following page introduces
FONNN. Next month the newsletter will feature the FrenchOrganization, PRES

StephanieBoxall, author of the 6 F r i of Nativwee Nations N e t w oarti&ledon page 2,
and Tim Beckerley,author of the book review article 6 T hakota Wa yod page 10, will
be contributing news from Englandfor the newsletter. Catherine Duclos and Catherine
Acquadro will contribute the news from France In addition, both groups will be
working with us to exhibit the Buffalo Ch i | d arteim thes respective countries, to
establishcontact between some of the schoolsin Europe and the Lakota Children, and
to provide support for other Lakota initiatives.

To strengthen our communication with our friends in France, our web site will be
available in Frenchthis month. While it isrumored that we speakthe samelanguageas
our friends in England, we want to quickly admit that this is not always
true. Whenever needed, we will translate American Englishfor the UK folks and ask
that they do the samefor us

Pleasejoin me in welcoming our European friends. Our collaboration will be vital to
the succes®f the ONE Spirit programs. Contact information for both the French and
Englishgroupsis listed below and is also on our website.

Love and Peace,

Jer France i Catherine Duclos 0 catduclos@club -internet.fr
eri

England 8 FONNN - indigenouslinks@hotmail.com

"Let us put our minds together and see what life

we can make for our children." Sitting Bull
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By Stephanie Boxall

Whenl startedresearchindNative Americanhistoryfor awriting projectfive yearsago,thered i dsedmt
to bemuchinformationavailablein the UK.

I spenttime knockingon doorsthatw o u | dpen@and looking, unsuccessfullyfor peoplewho could
helpmeout Therewerethe obvioussourcessuchastheinternet,the British Museumin Londonandthe
AmericanMuseumin Bath But whenit cameto finding peopleto talkto, | w a s magirigmuchluck.

Then,abouta yearago, | discoveredrFriendsof Native Nations Network (FONNN, or NNN, asit was
then) | contactech coupleof memberswho wereextremelyfriendly andhelpful, andl havesincejoined
thecommittee

As its nameimplies,FONNN is anumbrellagroupi anetworkof organisationsn the UK concernedvith
Native Americanissues Thereare currently nine committeememberswho meetfour timesa year,and
many of themrepresenbther groups,including IndigenousLinks, ThunderbirdNorth AmericanIndian
Society(TNAIS), SupportandinterestGroupfor MotherEarth(SIGME), KOLA andMakasitomni

Accordingto Indigenoud.inks founderTim Beckerleyiit is this approactof amalgamatingesourceshat
hasprovedto be oneof theg r o uspedgghs6 P r tb D989 Native interestgroupscarriedout their
activitiesin a very unilateralf a s h hesays 66Wh &MN wasformed,it providedan opportunityto
achieveobjectivesundera broadumbrella,addinginfluenceandcredibility.6

GeneralSecretaryDee Boyle recalls how the Network was formed in Septembei200Q when several
peoplefrom some of the supportgroups got together 6 H a v had rgany years either as groups or

individualsworking on Native Americanissuesor raisingawarenesghesepeopledecidedtheywanteda

networkin the UK sothey could work togetheron issuesratherthanin isolation They alsowantedto

form a quick and effective meansof disseminatingnformationto others As well aslinking with others
aroundthe UK, we alsowantedto reachout to our friendsandcontactsn therestof the world, especially
thosein theUSA andCanadad

Sinceit startedthe Networkhasbeenactivein a numberof projects,including helpinga youngKwakiutl
mantracehis family in Canadarunningworkshopsin UK schools,supportinga Helping Handsproject
in WoundedKnee andraising moneyfor the Houmatribe in New Orleansafter HurricanesKatrina and
Rita

6 Wh thehurricanesit New Orleansthe Houmawereaffectedb a d kaysMémbershipSecretaryand
Acting TreasurerBrendaJohnston 6 | six weeksour groupi at the time there were just three active
committeemembers rallied round and raisednearly $2,000 to help themout It was proof that, even
with sucha smallnumber we couldwork effectivelyandquickly.6

Anothercausecloseto F o N N Méasis thatof LeonardP e | t impgisordrent Eachyear,on 26 June,
the groupholdsa vigil outsidethe US embassyn London,aftera picnic lunchnearS p e a lCermesnd
HydeParki agoodplaceto distributeleafletsandspreadheword aboutNative Americanissues

(Continued on Page 3)
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By Stephanie Boxall
(Continued from Page 2)

It wasat oneof thesegatheringsin 2005 thatBrendacameacrossOneSpirit. 6 heardaboutthemfrom a
lady called Tracy, who lives in Londonandsponsordwo b r ot Islesags 6 @ h i ©ctoberof that
year,| gotin touchwith One Spirit aboutbecominga sponsomyselfandeverythingwenton from thered

WhenBrendatold thecommitteeaboutthec h a r wotk gnaliswassuggestedhatFONNN mightlike to
link up with One Spirit, everyonewaskeento getinvolved Sincethen,someof our othermembershave
becomesponsorsand have madepersonaldonations Last Decemberas a group, we raisedmore than
$500for One Spirit with a craftstallat oneof thepow wows heldannuallyin this country,

FONNN plansto have many more such eventsand membersare also keento participatein working
holidayson the reservationswherewe canmeetsomeof the Lakota,seefirst-handthe fruits of the work
beingdoneby OneSpiritandgetthe opportunityto helpin a moredirectway.

0 Wh wenstartedthe Network, we decidedto havea differentfocuseachy e asayshee 6 T Hoeusfor
20067ishA Of f ¢heHamdgf F r i e n.dlishsingtanly aboutusworking togetherto makesurethat
the Network keepsgoing, but alsoaboutextendingthe handof friendshipto Native groupswho needhelp
and supportwith their projectsand programmesThis is why working with One Spirit is so perfectfor
usob

Tim agreesé M a imdividual membershavea particularinterestin helpingthe Lakotan a t ihesays 6
6 O wffiliation with One Spirit, with its emphasison helping the peopleof Pine Ridge and Cheyenne
River towardsself-sufficiency, is a greatstepforward It providesa tangible and effective meansfor
peoplein the UK to supporthis organization

0 hopethatour associatiorwill bearfruit for manyyearstoc o maesadys 6 AldumphreyBogartput it
in Casablancan thinkthisis thebeginningof abeautifulf r i ends hi p! 06

Contactdetails For anyonewantingmoreinformationaboutFoNNN, we havea newsletterwhich comes
outfour timesayear. We arecurrentlyworking on settingup a website whichwill belinkedOneSp i r i t ¢
website, www.nativeprogressrg, so watch this spacé We are alsoin the processof establishinga
dedicatede-mail addresswhich will be listed in the One Spirit newsletterand on the website In the
meantime, anyone wanting to contact FONNN, or find out more, should email
indigenouslinks@hotmadom

Seated (from left to right): Matt King, Rita
Brauner, Stephanie Boxall and Tim Beckerley

Standing (from left to right): Brenda Johnstom
and Dee Boyle
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Lakota Ledger Artist Merle Locke ONE spirit

Buffalo Children Art Project Youth Mentor
By Jeri Baker, Director ONE Spirit

Merle Locke, well known Lakota Ledger Artist who lives on Pine Ridge Reservationin the area of
Porcupine,hasjoined with ONE Spirit in developingand promoting the talents of young artists on the
reservation In doing so, Merle is fulfilling his dreamto passalong his knowledgeand skills to the many
talentedLakota youth and to promoteamongthe youth the four virtues of the Lakota RespectWisdom,
GenerosityandCourage

Merle is a full Lakota Indian who has beenan artist all his life. He is one of the most knowledgeable
historiansof the Oglala Lakotatribe and a fluent speakerof the LakotaLanguage Although he hasno
childrenof his own, he treasureshe takojasi the grandchildreri of the tribe ashe doesthe art, cultureand
spirituality of his people

Merle's artwork is in the style of Lakota Ledger Art. While studying Lakota Art History, Merle became
inspiredby the detailsdepictedn artthatrecordedaccountof Lakotalife. In the 1860Gs, Plainsindiansbegan
using ledger books acquired through trade and raids for drawings Ledger painting, in the form of

pictographsbecamea form of communicatiorthatcontinuedn manyof the Indian schoolswherethe Indian

children were forbidden to speaktheir native language During the Indian wars when warriors were
imprisoned,captivesusedledger drawingsto illustrate their war battles The ledger pictographsfrom this

periodbecamea visual history of the lives of the Lakota During this dark period,beautystill shoneamong
theLakota

In his own artwork, Merle maintainsthe true Lakota tradition and catchesthe spirit of braveryon ledger
sheetsthat date back into the 180Gs. In eachcontemporaryart piece, Merle catchesthe traditions and
meaningf theseoriginal designsHe enhanceshe designswith bold colorsto emphasizehe significanceof
whatthedesignsstoodfor. In eachpaintingMerletellsyou thehistoryof the Lakotapeople

ONE Spirit is excitedto be ableto supportM e r |irgtiétigesin passingto the youth the artistic skills long
associateavith the Lakotapeopleandthelife skills associatedvith the Lakotavirtues

The warriors are carrying coup sticks instead of bows and arrows. Among the Lakota, it was more honorable to touc

enemy than to kill them. The dragonflies show that when a watrrior is fired on, he becomes like a dragonfly and goe

many different directions. The green line indicates hope for the people and the four handprints represent the color:

mankind on this earth. The buffalo skull shows the Black Hills in the background and in front is Pine Ridge, home of
Buffalo people. The turtle represents long life. Also, the Indians called the US Turtle Island.
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Arts and Crafts Market
By Sue Schuster, Manager, Lakota Arts Market

March: Moon When Buffalo Cows Drop Their Calves
Traditionally the Lakotaidentified monthsaccordingto the new moonsof the yearby describing
occurrenceghat took placeduring that moon Becauseeachmoon has 28 daystherewere 13
moonsin a Lakotayear,andsometimedMarch wasalsoknow asMoon of SoreEyesreferringto
the effectsof SnowBlindness

For our Moon When Buffalo Cows Drop Their Calvesedition of the Newsletterthe Art Market
Programis beginningthe sale of one specific type of the many handcrafteditems we have
available,plus featuringthe work of one of the many artistswhosecreativity and workmanship
eloquentlydescribethe Lakota way of life. Each Newsletterwill contain different items and
featuredartists

We start off this edition by featuring the work of ChesterSitting Bear, an Oglala from the
Medicine Root Community(knownin LakotaasPejutaHaka). Hisfi S u n b hamrestdshiows2
girls fancydancing While oneholdsherdanceshawlcloseto herbody,the otherhashersopened
to the gracefulmovementdor which this danceis known Chesterhasexquisitely craftedthis
barrettefrom size13 cut glassbeadswhichreflectthelight in ananimatedsparkle

$200.00
(Measures approximately
50 L x 30 H)

°F
'

$./set

To order or request to see thg
other designs/styles that are
available contact Sue Schustdr
at sioux_sue84@hotmail.com
Colors may be custom ordereq. $40.00/set
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Heat Assistance
By Myrna Fox, Manager - Fuel Assistance Program

0 was coming back (home), and seenthe propane truck pulling out of our driveway. |
saidthanksto (ONE Spirit) | really appreciatethat all you help uswith. What can| do to
make up for this. I'm so happy that the little oneswill be sleepingwarm tonight. 1 also
sendyou many many blessingdor all thishelp.6 A Lakota Grandmother

With only a short time left until the cold north winds stop, and the sun beginsto warm
the Plains, we can begin to look back at the 2006-7 heating seasonand assessur
results At last count, over $15000 worth of propane, wood, and electricity were
provided to our Lakota friends. Currently we have only a short waiting list for
propane. During the worst of the cold, there were sometimes over twenty people
waiting for some kind of heating assistance We would serve one list, then begin
another.

The Lakota must be the most patient People in the world, having lived with want of
every kind for so many years We find ourselvesnot so patient, not so accepting of
their situation. We have already begun planning what might be done to prepare for
next heating season We especiallywould like to be ready to take advantage of the
matching grants from Running Strong, when they come in to the districts.  This would
mean that we would have money already available and earmarked for the $50.00
match. Theseare given on a one time per family basis,with priority of no income, low
income, and elderly. Sadly, many families cannot meet their part of the match, but for
those that can, we would love to double your money. We have yet to learn how this
funding is allotted to the districts One district reported they had received enough for
200 families, another for 100, so it seemsit may be by population of each
district. Whenever we can ascertain exactly how many families are served by this
matching grant, we will have a target amount to work for over the summer and
fall. With nine districts, a quick averagebasedon 150 families per district would mean
we would need about $7000 on hand. Thisseemsdoable. We will try to have a more
accuratefigure available by the next newsletter. At the close of the heating season,we
will asses®ur statistics,and be able to provide a clearer picture of monies spent for
each mode of heating, plus which areaswe served most, and which might need more
information on our services

A very heartfelt THANK YOU goesout to everyone who contributed. Donors large
and small, sponsors,One Spirit coordinators, digging into their own pockets, all of us
working together have managedto alleviate much sufferingfor the Lakota.

A late piece of good news hascome in that the Venezuelangovernment has provided
$600,000 in heating assistancdor the Lakota. What a wonderful giftt Hopefully there
will be something left over from this for next year aswell. This gift nearly doubles what
the tribe hasspentso far this heating season With the cutsin next year'sfederal budget
for energy assistancdor the poor, and the continuous trend upwards of propane prices,
it will remain to be seenjust how far this generousgift will stretch Staytuned.

For more information contact Bill or Myrna Fox at myrnafox@nativeprogressorg or
(304) 296-1208.
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The OkKini Program
By Jennifer Night Bird Graham,
Manager 20kini Program

We are very excited about the growth of
the Okini Program. We have 35
volunteers who worked diligently to
meet the needs of 152 of our brothers
and sisters in February. We were
honored to hear from one of our
families:

ol dondét remember i
again for the clothes that you had sent.
My daughter just loved them. | will be
sending you a thank you card from my
daughter. She just loved the shoes.
From the bottom of our hearts, we
thank you. 6

Although more volunteers joined the
program, we also added 111 people to
the Okini Program
February. 287 people are waiting for
assistance from the Okini Program at
this moment. They come from families
and four social programs on the
Reservation. Our families are lacking
the basics for their children, adults, and
elders. Most need: blankets, electric
blankets, heaters, electric skillets,
crock pots, hats, gloves, scarves, coats,
clothing, and shoes. Please help us by
promoting the ONE Spirit Okini Program
or becoming a volunteer. You could
make a difference by donating items
and clothing that you no longer need or
want. Please contact Dyan Boyd, ONE
Spirit Program Manager, at
http://www.freewebs.com/nicholasicl/
wanttovolunteer.htm regarding
participation in the Okini Program.

6[Needs
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Sponsorship Program

We c a ntléank all of our sponsorsenough for all the
love and caring they give!!! Without all of you, ONE
S p i ISponsdrshipProgramwould not exist

During February 2007, eight children and sevenelders
were sponsored!! Thank you!! We enrolled 30
children, six eldersand eight families, all of whom are
requestingsponsors We know y o u theasl it before

but please, spread the word of ONE Spi r i

Spbnsdishif! Prlodtaf to € YourY %riends, family,
neighbors and co-workers. Shareyour stories about
how much sponsorship means to you and the
incredible feeling it is to know that you are making
the difference in the life of a Native American family
on the Pine Ridge Reservation

Can you help sponsor a child or elder?

It will mean so muchéTo
Contact Dyan Boyd at jadseoyd@bellsouth.net or
L i §70.639.93m

Just a reminder about Goodsearch ..
Although just pennies a search, it can
lead to thousands of dollars!!

If 1,000 ONE Spirit Supporters used
Goodsearch.com twice a day, One Spirit
could potentially raise $7,300.00 per year

All you need to do is:
- Go to www.goodsearch.com

-7\SH LQ 2QH 6SLULW LQ
*RRGVHDUFK )RU"- ER]

- Click on Verify and select ONE Spirit
(Chesterfield, VA)

- Start searching!

<RX PDNH
- Winston Churchill

ONE Spirit Newsletter 8 March 2007

WK H



